


Protest songs or ‘activist’ songs are songs about  
a cause or campaign.

People protest about injustices in the world – things that 
they don’t think are fair. These are areas of our lives that 
people think could and should be different and they want 
things to change. 

Often, this will be about groups that aren’t treated equally or fairly,  
or things we could all do better. With animals and the environment, 
they are voiceless and cannot protest so people protest for them.

Why do we have Protest Songs?

Protest songs are a way of setting the feeling of the protest to music. They can also be used  
as a way of condensing an idea into a memorable form.

Some protest songs really echo the feeling of the issue in the style of the music. For example, 
some songs are very peaceful, others loud and energetic, some have a sad sound and some 
are actually quite catchy.

•



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlrSE1iznio&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=01-2pNCZiNk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3_0GqPvr4U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nM39QUiAsoM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OD3WOKLTRyQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qTYv4wT8g4E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2595abcvh2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgcTvoWjZJU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JLYOOezs3DA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cEQZ_HWeYg


Write your own protest song

1)    Start by choosing a cause that you want to write about, for example
the environment

2)    Listen to the 3 backing tracks provided Ɖ Change, March and Protest 

https://clyp.it/pushmliy?token=0c46e6e6db5aac5bdb6d5bc2cdf902cb
https://clyp.it/p0oz2ta2?token=f214cb4da20541aa1907f360b3e96e2a
https://clyp.it/lxiv1f41?token=4911a3f3a0d76f1807915c28006bcc69

